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order to take measures against the nationalities as "enemies
of the State." Almost daily reports were received from Kiev,
Minsk and elsewhere telling of the condemnation and execution
of dozens of local inhabitants. In the period when all these
things were happening, the Foreign Minister^ Litvinov5 de-
livered his famous speech against the individual terror before
the Council at Geneva—a speech which remained unanswered
by any member of the Council. Yet the events which took place
late in 1934 were no more than a prologue to the measures
introduced in the following year to exterminate the various
nationalities—especially those of the west.
One cannot but gain the impression that the intention is
completely to eliminate the nationalities settled in the west.1
It is a favourable opportunity^ since there are many states
desirous of entering into political partnership with Russia;
and in these states public opinion is occupied with hymns in
praise of Moscow and its role as a factor for peace in Europe.
In order to bring about this annihilation, Moscow has
recently adopted a novel method, which consists in the evacua-
tion of entire national groups, or rather of the members of
these groups settled along the western frontier.2 This policy
is carried out from the Bessarabian frontier in the south as far
as Karelia in the north. The simple reason adduced is that the
presence of members of alien nationalities, such as Germans,
1	It should be emphasized that the national groups of western origin*
who are almost in their entirety on a high cultural leve!3 are much more
severely hit by the Soviet nationalities policy than many of the ethno-
graphical units living in the east of Russia.
Moscow is now endeavouring to destroy the remnants of religious life
among the Germans in Russia. Many clergymen have been banished to the
far north—usually for ten years—and Pastors Seib and Deutsctasarm were
actually sentenced to death on trumped-up charges; but,, in view of the
indignation expressed in foreign countries* their sentences were commuted
to banishment to Siberia.
2	Early thip year a great number of the Finnish inhabitants of Ingerman-
land were arrested and transported to remote parts of Russia, and tfrfs is
still going on. It seems to be the Soviet's wish to purge Ingermanland of its
Finnish population.

